


Sample Structure/ Required Fields for GIS Metadata



Grouping Categories from ISO 19115:2003

Biota
Boundaries
Climatology, Meteorology, 
Atmosphere
Elevation
Environmental
Geoscientific
Health

Imagery, Base Maps, Earth 
Cover
Inland Waters
Location
Planning and Cadastre
Society
Structures
Transportation
Utilities and Communication



GIS Demo



Recap: GIS As Records
Vector data

Shapefiles (4-6 separate files)
GeoDatabases (SDE, Personal, File)

Raster data
TIFF images
MrSID files for compression

Metadata
XML or Text files

GIS Output
GeoPDF files
Printed maps



Quiz # 2
Are property boundaries vector or raster data?
Satellite imagery capturing land cover for upstate New 
York would be considered vector or raster data? 
If you were going to create a dataset of school locations, 
what kind of vector feature would you use (point, line or 
polygon)



How to engage your GIS folks to 
talk about archiving



Step 1: Identify Partners

Local Government
GIS office

OR
Planning, Tax, IT, Parks and Rec, Utilities Depts

State Level
GIO

NSGIC http://www.nsgic.org/
OR

Environmental,  Transportation or IT Departments
University

GIS Librarian, Geography Department, Facilities, etc
Archive
GIS Clearinghouse

http://www.nsgic.org/


Step 2: Think of Everything that 
Everybody Else Didn’t Think of

What data do you want to collect/ preserve?
Is there an inventory of targeted data collections?
Size of holdings? (some data like imagery can be large)
Rights/Access issues? 

privacy of data
complications involving revenue streams

Resource availability/ willingness to Partner?
Frequency of data capture?



Step 3: Make the Case for Preservation

Engage 
GIS professionals
Leadership

Uncover Shared Interests
Prepare Combined Business Case
Secure Funding
Get to Work!



Contact Us
Butch Lazorchak (Library of Congress, wlaz@loc.gov)
Alec Bethune (NC CGIA, alec.bethune@its.nc.gov)

www.geomapp.net


