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Why is the Library of Congress Interested 

in Preserving Digital Geospatial Data?

Butch Lazorchak

Library of Congress



}The Library's mission is to make its resources available 

and useful to the Congress and the American people and 

to sustain and preserve a universal collection of 

knowledge and creativity for future generations.

}Geography and Maps Division features the largest and 

most comprehensive cartographic collection in the world



}Of course, the mission to collect doesnõt prescribe 

exactly those future generations will do with all that 

knowledge and creativity. In fact, we canõt know.

}We do know that serendipityõs record is pretty good
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