




Sample of Mandatory FGDC Metadata



Metadata
The question is how do we turn this …



… into this?



Crosswalking Ponderables
What FGDC metadata elements should be crosswalked 
to cataloging systems so that the datasets are 
“discoverable”?
Is there a corresponding MARS field for all selected 
FGDC elements?
Will there be formatting issues?
Is MARS the authoritative source for some elements or is 
FGDC? 
What about preservation metadata?





What’s in a (file) Name?



Challenges/Questions
Our catalog (MARS) system is currently at the tail end of 
a complete overhaul. 
Currently no place to capture preservation metadata in 
MARS.
Will require manual data entry up front.
Script to extract FGDC metadata to MARS will need to 
be written. Will it work?
Will our test users be able to find specific datasets?
Time and resources are always a challenge.
Still investigating transfer automation process.



Planned Future Tasks

Run tests on ingest of sample data sets in each state
Transfer test archival records between states
Establish best practices
Develop instruction manuals or tutorials
Write the grant report
Develop access mechanisms
Expand number of states participating in 2010
National conference in 2010
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